
Western Academy 2016 Summer Reading Assignment 
 
The Summer Reading is designed to enhance the summer and prepare Green Jay 
students for the fall academic culture at Western Academy.  The books, stories and 
poems have been carefully selected to foster an enjoyable and thoughtful reading 
experience. 

 
Requirements for all grades: 
~ Obtain a leather bound journal. 
~ Read all assigned books, stories, and poems listed below for your grade. 
~ Write at least two thought fu l  journal  entries per assigned book (collections 
count as one book), and one entry per poem. 
~ Memorize and recite two poems to your family; have one prepared to recite for 

the first week of school. 
~ Gather from a parent, relative, etc. at least one story about your family (could be 

about a brother, great grandfather, etc.); Write it imagining that you were there 
(you can become a character in the story); the length of the story must be at least 
1 paragraph for lower school and 3 paragraphs for middle school. 
 
Journal entry guidelines: 
∗ TOPIC: A journal entry may be about anything relating to the book, poem, or 

story—some possible topics for entries could include: 
o What was the turning point in this story? 
o What is your favorite (or least favorite) character and why? 
o What is an important lesson in this story or poem? 
o What part of the story would you like to live out? 

∗ LENGTH: A lower school journal entry is a minimum of two sentences in 3rd 

grade up to a five-sentence paragraph in 5th, a middle school journal entry is a 
minimum of two paragraphs. 

∗ CONTENT: Date and label each journal entry.  An entry must include at least 
one metaphor or simile (a comparison of unlike things: for example, “he ran 
through the forest in the night, and his hair trailed behind him like a black and 
wintry river”); it may also include a drawing or poem.  Use all parts of a page, 
drawing a line at the bottom of an entry (unless at the bottom of the page). 

∗ EVALUATION: The journal will be graded for completeness, thoughtfulness, 
and neatness. 

 

 
Suggestions for all grades: 
~ Read poems aloud and discuss at the family dinner table 
~ Read (or have a parent read) some of the stories aloud (unabridged audio books can be used while the 

student reads along with his book) 
~ Draw a picture for each book, trying to capture something about the book in a drawing 
~ Build a vocabulary list by looking up the meaning of words you read and do not know; write the word 

and a short definition; make a section (4-10 pages) at the back part of your journal for vocabulary 
~Set up a schedule early in the summer (eg. 30 minutes of reading in the morning Monday through 

Thursday, journal entries on Fridays) 
~Count the total number of pages and divide by the number of available reading days to establish the 

daily reading target



Entering 3rd 
 Aesop’s Fables (illustrated by A. Rackham w/ introduction by G. K. Chesterton) 

  the following fables: "The Shepherd Boy and the Wolf," "Grasshopper and 
  the Ants," "North Wind and the Sun," "The Tortoise and the Hare," "The  
  Wolf in Sheep's Clothing," "Androcles and the Lion," "The Lion and the  
  Mouse," "The Dog in the Manger," "The Fox and the Grapes,” "The Goose 
  and the Golden Eggs," "The Bundle of Sticks," "King Log and King Stork,"  
  "The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse," "Belling the Cat" 

  Tales by Hans Christian Anderson, the following tales: "The Ugly   
  Duckling," "The Snow Queen," "The Emperor's New Clothes," "The 
  Steadfast Tin Soldier”, “The Tinderbox” 

 Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry  
Poems: “Mr. Nobody”, “The Caterpillar” by C.G. Rossetti, “The Eagle” by Alfred Lord 
Tennyson, and “Fable” by Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
Entering 4th 
 By the Great Horn Spoon! by Sid Fleischman 
 The Black Stallion by Walter Farley 
 Farmer Boy by Laura Ingles Wilder  
Poems: “My Shadow” by RL Stevenson, “Jim” by Hilaire Belloc, “How Doth the Little 
Crocodile” by Lewis Carroll, and “The Donkey” by GK Chesterton 

 
Entering 5th 
 The Magician’s Nephew by CS Lewis 
 The Light Princess by George MacDonald 
 Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 
Poems: “Jabberwocky” by Lewis Carroll, “Shiloh: A Requiem” by Herman Melville, “The 
Charge of the Light Brigade” by Alfred Lord Tennyson, “A Psalm of Life” by Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, and “The Solitary Reaper” by William Wordsworth 

 
Entering 6th 
 The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 
 The Black Pearl by Scott O’Dell 
 The Golden Fleece by Padraic Colum 
Poems: “The Listeners” by Walter de la Mare, “Eldorado” by Edgar Allen Poe, “The Road 
Not Taken” by Robert Frost, “The Forge” by Seamus Heaney 



Entering 7th 
 
The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 
 Make Way for Sam Houston by Jean Fritz 
 Captains Courageous by Rudyard Kipling 
Poems: “The Maldive Shark” by Herman Melville, “The Bells” by Edgar Allen Poe, “Sir 
Patrick Spens”, “Little Billee” by W. M. Thackeray 

 
Entering 8th 
 1776 by David McCullough 
 Shane by Jack Schaefer 
 Unbroken (Young Adult Adaptation) by Laura Hillenbrand  
Poems: “God’s Grandeur” by Gerard Manley Hopkins, “The World is Too Much with Us” 
by William Wordsworth, “A Summer Day by the Sea” by HW Longfellow, “Digging” by 
Seamus Heaney, “To Homer” by John Keats 

 
 
Other Faculty-Recommended Titles 
Novels: 
Boy by Roald Dahl 
The Prince and the Pauper by Mark Twain 
Old Yeller by Fred Gipson 
Charles Dickens: The Last of the Great Men by GK Chesterton 
What to Listen for in Music by Aaron Copeland 
Puck of Pook’s Hill by Rudyard Kipling 
Bandit’s Moon by Sid Fleischman 
The Good Master by Kate Seredy 
The Gingerhorse by Maureen Daly 
River of the West by Armstrong Sperry 
The Princess and Curdie by George MacDonald 
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by AC Doyle 
The Golden Goblet by Eloise Jarvis McGraw 
Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm by Kate Douglas Wiggin 
The Chronicles of Narnia by CS Lewis 
Charles Carroll and the American Revolution by Milton Lomask 

 

 
Authors: 
Books by Laura Ingalls Wilder (pioneer stories) 
Books by Padraic Collum (mythology stories) 
Books by Marguerite Henry (horse stories) 
 
Poetry: 
“The Wreck of the Hesperus” by HW Longfellow 
“The Cremation of Sam McGee” by Robert W. Service 
“The Highwayman” by Alfred Noyes 
“How They Brought the Good News from Ghent to Aix” by Robert Browning 
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